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1. 



DETAILED ACTION 
Claims 1-15, and 20-36 are presented for examination. 



2. 



Claims 16-19 and 37-130 are cancelled without prejudice. 



3. 



Claims 1, 3, 5, 8, and 20-21 are currently amended. 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 



4. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including 
the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final 
rejection. Since this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 
CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the 
finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.114. Applicant's submission filed on June 13, 2008 has been entered. 



5. Claims 1 , 22 and 23 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: 

6. Claim 1 recited the limitations such as "the transmitted date 
message" and "the combination", there is lack of antecedent basis for these 
limitations in this claim. Appropriate correction is required. 

7. Claim 22 recited "the initiation", there is lack of antecedent basis for 
this limitation in this claim. Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Objections 
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8. Claim 23 recited "the stored voice message" and "the determined 
reply path". There is lack of antecedent basis for these limitations in this claim. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

9. In claim 23 recited "attach6" should change to "attach". 

Response to Arguments 

10. Applicant's arguments filed June 13, 2008 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive because of the following reasons: 

1 1 . Applicant argues that Wu does not teach or suggest a message 
authority configured to use compound indexing of an intermediate address with a 
mobile device identifier to select the destination address of the recipient of a 
voice reply. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
12. 

1 3. Applicant argues that Wu fails to teach a receiver configured to 
receive data message. In response to applicant's argument, the examiner 
submits that Wu does teach the feature of receiver configured to receive data 
message as shown in col. 1 , line 59-col. 2, line 12, col. 4, lines 35-65, col. 5, lines 
30-67, col. 6, lines 43-61. 

14. Therefore, the examiner asserts that cited prior art teaches or 
suggests the subject matter broadly recited in independent claims 1 and 22. 
Claims 2-15, 20-21, and 23-36are also rejected at least by virtue of their 
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dependency on independent claims and by other reasons set forth in this office 
action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. § 1 02 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -- 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United 
States only if the international application designated the United States 
and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language. 

OR 

e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention thereof by 
the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 
371(c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 



The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors 
Protection Act of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology 
Technical Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. 
patent resulting directly or indirectly from an international application filed before 
November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 



102(e)). 
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16. Claims 22, 24-28, 30 and 32-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 102(e) as being anticipated by Wu et al. (hereinafter Wu) U.S. Patent No. 
6,813,489. 

17. As to claim 22, Wu teaches the invention as claimed, including a 
communication device, comprising: 

a receiver configured to receive a data message, the data message 
comprising an identifier that can be used to determine a reply path associated 
with the received data message (col. 1, line 59-col. 2, line 12, col. 4, lines 35-65, 
col. 5, lines 30-67, col. 6, lines 43-61); 

a processor configured to parse the data message, extract the identifier, 
and determine the reply path from the identifier (col. 2, line 13-25, col. 5, line 9- 
29, col. 6, line 41-61); 

a transmit action mechanism, the communication device configured to 
receive a spoken reply to the data message in response to the initiation of a 
transmit action using the transmit action mechanism (col. 2, line 60-col. 3, line 
17, col. 4, line 36-col. 5, line 67, col. 6, lines 42-61). 

18. As to claim 24, Wu teaches the invention as claimed, including the 
communication device of claim 23, wherein the message generator comprises a 
microphone and associated audio hardware configured to receive the spoken 
response from a user and convert the spoken response into a voice message for 
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transmission using the transmitter (col. 2, line 60-col. 3, line 17, col. 4, line 36- 
col. 5, line 67, col. 6, lines 42-61, col. 11, line 19-22). 

19. As to claim 25, Wu teaches the invention as claimed, including the 
communication device of claim 23, wherein the transmitter is a wireless 
transmitter configured to transmit a wireless message (figure 1 , col. 4, line 36-col. 
5, line 67, col. 6, lines 42-61). 

20. As to claim 26, Wu teaches the invention as claimed, including the 
communication device of claim 22, further comprising a display, wherein the data 
message further comprises textual content, and wherein the display is configured 
to display the textual content (col. 5, lines 30-67). 

21 . As to claim 27, Wu teaches the invention as claimed, including the 
communication device of claim 22, wherein the receiver is a wireless receiver 
configured to receive a wireless data message (figure 1, col. 4, line 36-col. 5, line 
67, col. 6, lines 42-61). 

22. As to claim 28, Wu teaches the invention as claimed, including the 
communication device of claim 27, wherein the wireless data message 
comprises a two-way text massage (figure 1 , col. 4, line 36-col. 5, line 67, col. 6, 
lines 42-61). 



Application/Control Number: 10/659,936 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2453 

23. As to claim 30, Wu teaches the invention as claimed, including the 
communication device of claim 27, wherein the wireless data message 
comprises an email message (col. 4, line 35-65). 

24. As to claim 32, Wu teaches the invention as claimed, including the 
communication device of claim 22, wherein the processor is further configured to 
parse the received data message and extract the identifier from the parsed data 
message (col. 2, line 13-25, col. 5, line 9-29, col. 6, line 41-61). 

25. As to claim 33, Wu teaches the invention as claimed, including the 
communication device of claim 22, further comprising a memory coupled with the 
processor, and wherein determining the reply path associated with the data 
message comprises accessing the memory and looking up the reply path using 
the identifier (col. 2, line 1 3-25, col. 5, line 9-29, col. 6, line 41-61 ). 

26. As to claim 34, Wu teaches the invention as claimed, including the 
communication device of claim 22, wherein the reply path determined from the 
identifier is an intermediate reply path associated with a message authority, and 
wherein determining a final reply path associated with the received data 
message comprises transmitting the spoken reply via the intermediate reply path 
to the message authority (col. 2, line 13-25, col. 5, line 9-29, col. 6, line 41-61). 
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27. As to claim 35, Wu teaches the invention as claimed, including the 
communication device of claim 34, wherein the processor is further configured to 
associate an identifier that can be used to identify a user of the communication 
device with the transmitted spoken reply (col. 2, line 13-25, col. 5, line 9-29, col. 
6, line 41-61). 

28. As to claim 36, Wu teaches the invention as claimed, including the 
communication device of claim 35, wherein the message authority is further 
configured to use the associated identifier and the intermediate reply path to 
determine a final reply path (col. 2, line 13-25, col. 5, line 9-29, col. 6, line 41-61). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

29. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the 

basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the 
prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not 
be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

30. Claims 1-13, 20-21, and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 (a) 
as being unpatentable over Wu et al. (hereinafter Wu) U.S. Patent No. 
6,813,489, in view of Guedalia et al. (hereinafter Guedalia) U.S. Patent No. 
6,907,112. 
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31 . As to claim 1 , Wu teaches the invention as claimed, including a 
method of communicating, comprising: 

a client device generating a data message comprising textual content 
using (col. 1, line 59-col. 2, line 12, col. 4, lines 35-65, col. 5, lines 30-67); 

the client device transmitting the data message to a mobile device (col. 6, 
lines 43-61); 

a message authority receiving data message, associating a destination 
address associated with the data message with an identifier associated with the 
mobile device and with an intermediate address associated with the message 
authority and forwarding the data message to the mobile device (col. 2, line 60- 
col. 3, line 17, col. 4, line 36-col. 5, line 67, col. 6, lines 42-61); 

the mobile device receiving the transmitted data message and displaying 
the textual content (col. 5, lines 30-67); 

the mobile device causing a voice reply to the received data message to 
be generated by speaking into the mobile device using a transmit action, wherein 
generating the voice reply comprises initiating a native voice call from the mobile 
device to the message authority (col. 2, line 60-col. 3, line 17, col. 4, line 36-col. 
5, line 67, col. 6, lines 42-61); 

the mobile device associating the voice reply with the identifier that 
identifies the mobile device; the mobile device transmitting the voice reply to the 
message authority via the native voice call (col. 4, line 36-col. 5, line 67, col. 6, 
lines 42-61, col. 7, line 7-29); and the message authority, determining a 
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destination address for the voice reply by reference of the mobile device identifier 
(col. 6, lines 42-61 , col. 7, line 7-29). 

Wu does not explicitly teach the intermediate address associated with the 
message authority. 

Guedalia teaches the intermediate address associated with the message 
authority and the message authority determining a destination address by 
reference of the intermediate address (col. 32, line 24-col. 33, line 12, col. 34, 
line 5-67). 

32. As to claim 2, Wu teaches the invention as claimed in claim 1 
further comprising the mobile device transmitting a spoken reply in response to 
the transmit action (col. 2, line 60-col. 3, line 17, col. 4, line 36-col. 5, line 67, col. 
6, lines 42-61). 

33. As to claim 3, Wu teaches the invention as claimed in claim 2, 
further comprising a message authority receiving the transmitted spoken reply, 
and storing the received spoken reply as a voice-message (col. 4, line 36-col. 5, 
line 7, col. 9, lines 40-65). 

34. As to claim 4, Wu teaches the invention as claimed, including the 
method of claim 3, further comprising the message authority generating a data 
message indicating that a voice message is pending sending the data message 
to the client device (col. 5, line 9-29). 
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35. As to claim 5, Wu teaches the invention as claimed, including the 
method of claim 4, further comprising the message authority attaching the stored 
voice message or a copy of the stored voice message to the data message sent 
to each client device (col. 2, line 60-col. 3, line 17, col. 4, line 36-col. 5, line 67, 
col. 6, lines 42-61). 

36. As to claim 6, Wu teaches the invention as claimed, including the 
method of claim 4, further comprising the client device receiving the data 
message and retrieving the voice message or a copy of the stored voice 
message (col. 2, line 60-col. 3, line 17, col. 4, line 36-col. 5, line 67, col. 6, lines 
42-61). 

37. As to claim 7, Wu teaches the invention as claimed, including the 
method of claim 6, wherein receiving the data message comprises the client 
device using an email client to receive the data message (col. 4, line 35-65). 

38. As to claim 8, Wu teaches the invention as claimed, including the 
method of claim 6, wherein retrieving the voice message comprises the client 
device receiving the data message and retrieving an attached voice message 
(col. 4, line 35-65). 
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39. As to claim 9, Wu teaches the invention as claimed, including the 
method of claim 6, wherein retrieving the voice message comprises the client 
device accessing the message authority to retrieve a copy of the voice message 
(col. 4, line 35-65). 

40. As to claim 10, Wu teaches the invention as claimed, including the 
method of claim 1, wherein generating and transmitting the data message 
comprising using an email client to generate and transmit the data message (col. 
5, line 9-29). 

41 . As to claim 1 1 , Wu teaches the invention as claimed, including the 
method of claim 10, wherein the data message is an email message (col. 4, line 
35-65). 

42. As to claim 12, Wu teaches the invention as claimed, including the 
method of claim 1, wherein generating and transmitting the data message 
comprising using a web browser interfacing with a web-based application to 
generate and transmit the data message (col. 1, line 25-48, col. 3, line 17-39). 

43. As to claim 13, Wu teaches the invention as claimed, including the 
method of claim 1 . However, Wu does not explicitly teach wherein the data 
message is an SMS message. Guedalia teaches the data message is an SMS 
message (col. 28, lines 40-60). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
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skill in the Data Processing art at the time of the invention was made to combine 
the teachings of Wu and Guedalia to include the feature of the data message is 
an SMS message because it would have provided an efficient system that 
provides data to the wireless data terminal. 

44. As to claim 20, Wu teaches the invention as claimed, including the 
method of claim 1 , further comprising the message authority converting the 
received spoken reply to a voice message and relaying the voice message to the 
determined destination address (col. 2, line 13-25, col. 5, line 9-29, col. 6, line 
41-61). 

45. As to claim 21 , Wu teaches the invention as claimed, including the 
method of claim 1 , further comprising associating both the mobile device 
identifier and the intermediate address with a communication pathway associated 
with the destination address (col. 4, line 26-65). 

46. Claim 29 has similar limitations as claim 13; therefore, they are 
rejected under the same rationale. 

47. Claims 14-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 (a) as being 
unpatentable over Wu et al. (hereinafter Wu) U.S. Patent No. 6,813,489, in view 
of Guedalia et al. (hereinafter Guedalia) U.S. Patent No. 6,907,112, and further 
in view of Everhart U.S. Patent No. 6,928,614. 
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48. As to claim 14, Wu and Guedalia teaches the invention as 
claimed, including the method of claim 1. However, the combination of Wu and 
Guedalia does not explicitly teach wherein the transmit action comprises 
pressing and holding a button on the mobile device while speaking the reply. 
Everhart teaches the transmit action comprises pressing and holding a button on 
the mobile device while speaking the reply (col. 1 , line 42-col. 2, line 1 6, col. 3, 
line 32-col. 4, line 52). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
Data Processing art at the time of the invention was made to combine the 
teachings of Wu, Guedalia and Everhart to include the feature of pressing and 
holding a button on the mobile device while speaking the reply because it would 
have provided a convenient and easy to use mobile office interface which 
integrates both voice and manual user inputs to provide simplicity and flexibility 
when controlling mobile office functions. 

49. As to claim 15, Wu and Guedalia teaches the invention as 
claimed, including the method of claim 1. However, the combination of Wu and 
Guedalia does not explicitly teach wherein the transmit action comprises 
pressing and releasing a button on the mobile device before speaking, and 
pressing and releasing a button on the mobile device when finished speaking. 
Everhart teaches the transmit action comprises pressing and releasing a button 
on the mobile device before speaking, and pressing and releasing a button on 
the mobile device when finished speaking (col. 1, line 42-col. 2, line 16, col. 3, 
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line 32-col. 4, line 52). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
Data Processing art at the time of the invention was made to combine the 
teachings of Wu, Guedalia and Everhart to include the feature of pressing and 
releasing a button on the mobile device before speaking, and pressing and 
releasing a button on the mobile device when finished speaking because it would 
have provided a convenient and easy to use mobile office interface which 
integrates both voice and manual user inputs to provide simplicity and flexibility 
when controlling mobile office functions. 

50. Claim 31 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 (a) as being 
unpatentable over Wu et al. (hereinafter Wu) U.S. Patent No. 6,813,489, in view 
of Everhart U.S. Patent No. 6,928,614. 

51 . As to claim 31 , Wu teaches the invention as claimed, including the 
method of claim 22. However, Wu does not explicitly teach wherein the transmit 
action input is a push-to-talk input. Everhart teaches wherein the transmit action 
input is a push-to-talk input (col. 1, line42-col. 2, line 16, col. 3, line 32-col. 4, line 
52). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the Data Processing 
art at the time of the invention was made to combine the teachings of Wu and 
Everhart to include the feature the transmit action input is a push-to-talk input 
because it would have provided a convenient and easy to use mobile office 
interface which integrates both voice and manual user inputs to provide simplicity 
and flexibility when controlling mobile office functions. 
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Conclusion 

52. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

53. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Thu Ha Nguyen, whose 
telephone number is (571) 272-3989. The examiner can normally be reached 
Monday through Friday from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Ario Etienne, can be reached at (571) 272-4001 . 

The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned are (571 ) 273-8300 for regular communications. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov . Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 



/THUHAT. NGUYEN/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2453 
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